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The Hemlocks
504 Morris Avenue
Springfield, Uniom County, New Jerasey

Ewis C;I
Ormer: Lesds 'Towerd, Haplewood

Date of Erecition: Wing about 1780; main house
about 1820

Arcnitect

Prasent Condltion: Falr

Yuamber of Stories: Two

£

daterials of Consbruction: Foundation - stone

Gxterior vwalls -~ frame con-
struction, c¢lapboards

Interior wells - nlaster

Tnaide brick cnimmeys

Roof - gambrel, dormers
Historical Datas

Thers 1s considerable difference of oninion as
to the date of ersction. WMr, Willlam Sommers, eighty-
two year o0ld resident of Filburn and & life-long real
estate man, cloims that the house was built somevhers bDee
twoen 172851708 by Abner Stites,. Ilowever, according to
the sencolozy of the 5tltes famlly as told by Clayton
Abner Stites settled at Turkey, now MNew Providence, and
anpecrs to have rerained there for the rest of his life.



Yrs, Edward Hosher, anotiaer resident of
Springfield, says that the house was bullt by Wiillam
Steel abhout 1750, She bases this statenent upon the
Tact that when one of the old fireplaces was onened
nortly burned bills for school supnlies dated 1ittle
after 1800 were found, William HSteel was elerk for
Seringfield, According to {layton he neld that nposi-
tion until 1790,

Unfortunately, the Essex Counbly records are
not rmach help in this case, They show that in 1347
Calvin Bonnel et als, neirs of one 3ylvanus Bonnel,
sold the »roverty to Bdwin Clayton for sixty-~one hun-
dred dollars. A cleoge search of the records at Trenbon
failed to add very wuch %o the story, However, there
ia an inventbtory of Silvenus Bonnel (so spelled in
Trenton) wnder the dete of Februsry 3, 1826 in which
is described the furnishings of the west front room,
the southn front room, east back rocom, norti hack room
and so on, The deseription of these rooms fits the
rooma of the present house, Further, a will of John
Sonnel, the father of 3Sylvanus, made In the year 1818,
falles teo mention that Sylvanus inherited the house,
John Bonnel left hisg "Mansion fouse™ to his wife, and
a wlll of his wife shows thwt ghe gave her share Lo
ner four daughters, INowever, Sylvanus recelved the
iand in Chatharm and another plece thab fits falrly
well the description of Uhe tract of lond uwpon which
this house stands, There l1s menltion that on this lagher
pronerty, there is a house, mllls, eve, The wing 1is
obhviously earlier than bthe nain nari. 1T has aewn
timbers and a futenr oven; therelore, we have assurmed
that the wing was the oid Tarm house ESylvanus inherited
from his father John, snd thet Sylvenus, who Ifrom all
accounts was & man of considerable means, erecited the
pregsent house upon this nrooverty using the old farm
howse as the kitchen wing, the tinmbers ol the larger
part werce sawed on the moily =111, Thoe dats of erec-
tion for tine larger part is about 1820 with Sylvanus
Donnel as the nrobable buildsr.
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Incidentally the house was named The Hemlocks
by a Tormer terant who conducted a road stand there
under that name., The name has no special signiflicance.
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